Tissue-specific regulation of the expression of rat intestinal bile acid-binding protein.
A lipid-binding protein identical to the rat intestinal bile acid-binding protein, termed I-15P, was expressed in steroid hormone-producing tissues such as ovary and adrenal gland, but not testis. In immature rats, I-15P was expressed in intestine but not in ovaries. The expression of I-15P in the ovaries of immature rats was induced to the level in immature rats by gonadotropin treatment. This suggests that the expression of I-15P in the ovaries is controlled by the ovarian cycle. The present results indicate that the expression of I-15P is developmentally and hormonally controlled in a tissue-specific manner.